Biography of Analyss Benally

Analyss Benally, an accomplished athlete and an inspiring figure from Shiprock, New Mexico,
has made outstanding contributions to sports and her community while bringing honor to the
state of New Mexico. As an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation, her journey in athletics is
marked by remarkable achievements that highlight her talent and dedication.

Early Life

Born and raised on the Navajo reservation in Shiprock, Analyss is the daughter of Brian and
Vikki Benally, and she has one sibling, Patience Benally. Her upbringing instilled in her a strong
sense of heritage and community, which she passionately represents through her athletic pursuits.

High School Accomplishments

Analyss attended Wichita Heights High School in Wichita, Kansas, where she had an
exceptional basketball career:

e Four-Year Varsity Player: Consistently demonstrated skill and commitment.

e Over 1,000 Career Points: Achieved this significant milestone during her high school
years.

o Wichita Eagle All-City League: Selected in 2014, 2015, 2016.

e Wichita Eagle All-Class SA: Honored in 2014, 2015, 2016.

o Sports in Kansas Class 5SA Honoree: Recognized in 2016.

e Navajo Times All-Star: Named an All-Star in 2016, showcasing her impact on the court.

College Achievements

Analyss went on to play for San Jose State University (SJSU), where she became a standout
player in the Mountain West Conference:

e Top Three-Point Shooter: Established herself as one of the leading shooters in the
Conference.

e SJSU Sophomore Record: Set the record for three-point field goals made in a season
during 2017-18.

e Career High: Scored 31 points against San Diego State University in 2018.

o Top 15 in School History: Despite injuries that limited her participation, she finished in
the top 15 for three-point field goals made, percentage, and attempts from 2016-2021.

e Graduated in 2021: Earned her degree, marking a successful transition from athletics to
academia.

Professional Accomplishments

Since 2021, Analyss has played professionally in Europe, achieving remarkable success:



e CSM Alexandria (Romania, 2021): Helped her team reach the Romania Superliga Final
Four in her rookie year.
e Flamurtari (Albania, 2022-2023):
o Championship Victories: Won the Albanian-Kosovo Liga United Cup, Albanian
Super Cup, Albanian Cup, and the Albanian League Championship.
o Recognition: Named to the Eurobasket.com All-Albanian League and All-Liga
Unike teams for the 2022-2023 season.
o Bashkimi (Kosovo, 2023-2024): Continued her success by winning the Kosovo Cup, the
Albanian-Kosovo Liga United Cup, and achieving regular season and league
championships in the 2023-2024 season.

Honors and Awards

e 2024 NABI Nation Phil Homeratha Leadership Award: Received this honor for her
impactful work with Native American youth and her commitment to inspiring future
generations.

Community Involvement
Analyss is deeply committed to giving back to her community:

o Free Basketball Camps: Hosts camps for youth in New Mexico and the Navajo Nation
during the off-season.

e Speaking Engagements: Shares her story to motivate and uplift Native American youth,
encouraging them to pursue their dreams.

o Acting Debut: Appeared in the 2024 Netflix movie ""Rez Ball," filmed in New Mexico
and directed by Sydney Freeland, produced by LeBron James.

Conclusion

Analyss Benally’s incredible achievements in basketball, her dedication to her community, and
her representation of the Navajo Nation make her a deserving nominee for the Hall of Fame. Her
story is one of resilience, inspiration, and a commitment to fostering the next generation of
athletes in New Mexico.
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