SUSAN VIGIL MACEACHEN

If women's saorls advocate Linda Estes opened the door for girls fo competa In Maw Maxico, Susan Vigll Mackachen was amang the
first to run thwough,
fine of the great female track athletes to compete In the state, MacEachan parlayed 4 fove for runring lata an athletic career that remaing
a standard to shoot for more than three decares later
“The opportunities that track presented,” she seys, “made me who | am loday
MacEachen, then known a5 Susan Vigl, pasticipated in track and feld even bafore her high sthool, Highland, offzred the soort to girs.
She was part of the Dka City Dashers program, 8 club that dominated the Iocal scene and made an imprint nationzlly
Little Susan Vigll & Dashers stalwart from 1970-75, became an of the best-known runners in the state. She attended the Universtty of New Mexico and dominated in
cross country and track. early All-American honors pive tmes.
“| Iked track becauss | won," she says. “But really, that just motwated me to go on and try lo be mare successful”
An B30-vard and 800-meter specialist before leaving UNM in 1980 with & dagree in communicative disorders, Mactachen competed in the Al national champion-
ship five times and was & member of the U.S. Junlor Olymplc t2am. She also was a finalist in the 1976 U.S, Dlympic Irizds and wan the 1979 AIAW nztional title in
the 800
MacEachen. 50, and her hushand, Tim, have three chilgren: Erin Belger, Sarah Belger, and Brandon Mactachen
MacEachen retumad to her roots at UNM. cogching women's track for 10 years. She now works at the university's alumnl ralations affice, but remaing clese 1o the
soort Ifs 2 love, she says. that never goes Bway,
"It's been 2 fun fime.” she s2ys. "I see where if has brought me.




