Pervis Atkins

Pervls Atkins didn't unearth a ton of luck on his amazing, improbable road 1o the Albuquerque/New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame,
He did, hewever, ming ks own good lortuse,

Hard wark, & hard head and & hearty zest for lfe brought Atking to this place — the cap on an athletic carser that took him frem a
walk-on In the New Mexioo Stata foothall pragram to the Natlana! Foathall League to & Hollywood Insldor

As ha losks back on how ba got here - 51 years after a fataful trip to Las Cruces - Atkias says he's struck by how far ha has came.

‘I is." he says. “very exciting.
Atkins, 74, s ong of the grestost college players ever to compate in the state. He was an All-American for the Aggies In 19ED and led
NMSU to a Sun Bowl viclory and & pariect 17-0 rcord

The Aggies howen't sean days ik these since, bet then, there aran't many Pervis Atklna-types aaymare

Which -55-:tua-|d'l the funay part. Nabady - mayhe net even Atking - knew ho was 2 Pervis Atkins-typa whan the skinny Califarnian drove hls Inend Sob Gatners to

Las Gruces In 1950

Atkins provided the transortation to be friendly - and maybs, to takn a chance. Once he arrived in Las Cruces, Atking asked Aggies head coach Warren Woodson
ha geuld tzke & shol a1 making the team

“It was maybe, maybe, maybe." Atking recalls, “Bist after ha got ta know me, | thisk be figured | could help the tsam”

Atkins' kind of help is the stuff of dreams. He still holds schoel racords for yarda-par-carry in a career (8.1 yards) ples coreer punl return avesage and single-ssason
puat return averagn. He alao led the nation In all-purpose yards In both 1953 and 1960

You'd think that would've been esough far Wondson, the father of Aggle foethall. But the coach lked Atking 86 much that he summonod the student (o aitsnd chureh
with his lamily every Sunday. Those morninge remaln same el Alilng’ favorite mamaorias

Atter loaving New Maxico State, Atiking was sslected in the third round of the NFL draft. and played seven seasons for the Rams, Washington Redsking and Dakiand
Raiders.

When faotball was over, Atking became friends with & man named Alden Schwimmer, a Hollywoad agent. Atiins listened, |sarned, worked. He had a successi
parser In the Industry - Laking what he fearned fram football and applying it ta rezl lite

Any timz he saw 2 sliver of An opportunity, he jumped on I

And then ke succended




