OWEN “SONORA” SMAULDING

Drwen “Sonor”™ Smuulding was descnbed by many in the pre-
Worlid War Il era a< the greates) hugh school athlete m the state’s
histony,
On Oee 22, 1916, Smaulding scored seven touchdowns for
Albuguergue High in one football game against Santa Fe (AHS
won 101-0). During the scason. he went on o score a school
recond 14 touchdowns and 84 points.

He played on seven state championshup teams; two i football
(1916-17). three m basketball (1916, 1917, 1919) wnd 1two in
track (1917, 1918} Individually, he won two state bosmg titles.

The late Dr. Eldred Hamingion, who nominated Smaulding for
Albuguerque Sports Hull of Fame honors, was one of the most
thorough of sarly histonans in Albuguerque Public S5chools
annals. He plaved on the same téam with Smaulding for two
vears and Harringlon wrote that Smaulding was sensational 1n
winming 1wo stite high school track titles all by himselt,

In 1917 he amassed 43 of Albuguerque High's 63 points and
won a mcredible eight of 15 events in the State High School
Track Championships.

As a freshiman, when he broke four state records the won five
evenis), he established o 110-yard dash mark of 10.2 seconds Thi

witsi’l broken again until 31 years laer i 1947,

Smaulding was mjured m the preliminaries of the 1918 stae
meet. but still scored 35 points and ted his 100-yard dash record
Albuquergue High finished sccond in the meet, The school did
nit compete i the 1919 state meel, Smaulding's seénior year.

Smaulding’s historic afternoon m 1917 included the following
winming marks:

100-dash, 10,4 seconds: 220-yvard low hurdles, 27 4 seconds,
H0-yard high hurdles, 17.4 seconds: shot put, 44 feet 7 172
mches; pole vault, 10 feet 5 inches; high jump, 5 feet 5 inches:
hroad jump, 20 feet 8 inches; mple jump, 39 feet 4 nches

He later plaved outbield snd pitched for the Kansas Cily
Monarchs nnd the Homestead Gruys in the Negro Baseball
Leagues. He plaved with the best. including Saichel Page.

Smaulding was bum in Albuguerque. After gradustion here he
plaved professional baseball unul enrolling at the University of
Idaho in 1928, where he pluyed varsity basketball. pradusting in
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He couched ome vear at Pingy Woods School in Mississippi andd
owned his own printing plant in Chicagn when he died in 1961,
He was honored by the Albuguerque High student body during
his last visit here earlier that year.



