MANCY NEELD

Eor this transplanted Texan, lifs truly began after 40. And tonight,
Mancy Meeld achieves two lirats far the Albuguergue Sports Hall of Fame
—first WOMAN to be ingucted inta the Hall, snd first TENNIS player 1o
rln the award, A more deserving athlste on both counts couldn®t be
ound.

Far the sacond successive year, Mre. Neeld wes named the top women's
singles playes in the 45-year-old age division of the US. Tha ranking was
tabulsted en her overall parformances at Los Vegas [herd courtl, Houston
lelay enurt) snd Milwaukes (indoars).

But gaining Mo, 1 ranking isn't new Tar Mre, Nesld . _ . . she was 1op
rankad women's singlas for 40-yvear-old division in 1970, and thréa times
ihe has been half of the Mo, 1 senior women's doubles {1970, "71, "T2).
And far 12 years the 47-year-old mother of three (Terry, 22; Curtis, 18;
Caral, 15) wat No. 1 women's singles in New Mexico,

Born in Datlas, Mrs. Neeld moved 1o Albuguergqua in 1957 afwmr win-
ming the Texgs Interscholastic erawn In 1946, '47 and "48, when she was
named No. 1 singles plever in the Lone Star State. She was namad 10 the
Mationa! Junice Wightrman tesm in 1948 after attaining No. 7 singles rank-
lmg and No, 4 doubies in the U.S. _

Nancy gradusted from North Texes State in Industrial Arts, moving
tisre in 1957 a3 technical division draltenan ot Sandia Base, and latar mar-
rind Bob Neeld. In 19689, Col. Neeld, o member al the 188th Tactical Sgdn.,
of the 160th Fighter Group, New Mexico Air Mational Guard, was reported
missing in action in Viemmam.

Tonight's inductes has played a hig role in tha deveiopment of Alou-
quergue’s junior tennls program, primarily at Albuguergue's Tannis Club.
In 1976, sha received the Governor's Award for "Sportsparson of the Yesr”
and veas awarded the USLTA Servica Bowl in "72 for her tervice.



