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Nency Loper |s & living legend. a role madal for milknas, a golfer whose historical (mportance ta the spert will kzst long after her glzaming

traghies have begun gatharing dust

All that good stuff Is fine. says the former Raswell resident. But there [s somathing mere impartant than fame or maney or Uss

“All the success you have,” she says, ber voice cracking, “isn’t reafly success until vou have a family to share it with”

Lopez, b1, creds her induction into the Albeguerque/New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame, in large maasura, to the famly that raised her as

2 kid in Southeast Kew Mexico,

Darminga and Marine Lopez's daughter left Raseell im the 19705 to became @ chamgion. But even now, as Nancy raises her own children,

she focuses on the parents and the state that mada her what she became.

“Thig means & lot to ma,” she says of tonight's induction. " was bom in Galfomia and | e in Gaorgia, but 'm &1 2 New Mexico girl To be

enshrined into a kall of fame in 2 state | love very much means 2 lot 1o me. 1| means that when | die. 1 stil be 2:und”

Lopez's ripple effect still washes through her hame state, where young girls aspire to play like the kid who tok the LPGA by storm in 1976, when she was player of
the year, ookl of he year the towrs leading money winner, She spurred 2 growth In the game that g4 ris= to today’s naw legands: Annlka Sorenstam and Lorena
(echoz

In all, Lopez {an LPGA hall el famer at the incredible age of 30} won 48 timas on the toor, including three majars

Friendily and courtly, the r2re superstar whase privala i3 is a5 exemplery as her peblic talent, Lopez sl plays compettively. But she's just 25 oft2a faund away fram galf
with her hushand, former baseball ster Ray Knight, and their chitdren: Saughiers Ashley, Erinn, Torr and son Braoks

She says she canngt physically replicale har chiichoad In Roswel for ber childran, but tries to impart the lessons she lamed from Domingo, the awnes of an auto bady
shop, and Maring, 4 homemeaker. Their massage; hard work, an appreciatien for people and family, family, still resonates

Ilove people.” she says, "1 lve kids, | love older paople, And | think you see 2 ot of poed in geaple. And If pagple are nice to eagh ether, than | think you g2t the best
of somabody. My dad always fold me it's important to treat peoats & special way. . if you can look &t somebody, smila and make eye contact and they can epproach
you, that's importent’

And s something that Jasts




