* MIKE ROBERTS *

A rare persomality, Mike Roberts, veterin awand-winming
Albuquerque sportscaster didn’t let a heart attack interfere with his
career, and he admits 10 having stamed his illustnous career in the most
unorthodox manner.

“T started broadeasting while 1 was acnually playmg baseball,” he
savy, recalling the eames he played w second hase for his Canhage
{Mo. High School,

“I would mumble the plays while | was on the field. It was great
practice.”

Robems, 60, the KOB voice of the New Mexico Lobos and the
Albuguerque Dukes. is the S0th member of the Albuguerque Sports
Hall of Fame and the second member of the Duke City media to have
been inducted inte the Hall Carlos Salazar, relired former sporly editor
of the Albuguenque Tribune, was inducied in 1987,

Roberts is in his 27th year broadcasting Lobo basketbal]
(ncluding 3 on lelevision), and has broadeast Loboe foothall Tor 26
years and (e Albuguengue Dukes for 12 years,

He was hired as co-an announcer with Jim Lawwill as the voice of
the Albuguerque Dukes in the spring of 1952,

He says scheduling of bas foothall-basketball-baseball assignments
have interfered only once when he missed a Lobo extibition haskethall
game here the same day the Lobos plaved a football game in Texas,

His fans remember Roberts for is-dogged batle 1o retum o a
microphone affer he suflered & heant attack Aug. 23, 1992, in Colorado
Springs, Colo. He and Lawwill were covermg the Dhikes on the road at
the tme,

Roberts undeérwen! double bypass hean surgery n Colorado
Springs and missed the leam’s road senes in Las Vegas, Within 10 days
be was broadeasing on a limited basis, and by lhe time the Loboy
opened their foothall season on Sept., 5 against TCU, Roberts was back
on the job.

“Broadeasting Lobe sports was the job 1 always wanied since |
staned broadrasting in New Mexivo 30 vears ago at Station KENN in
Famington.” he said

A furmiliar fixture befone the microphone, Robers missed only the
1972 Lobao foothall season af KOB when he was lured to Station KIRO
im Seatile, Wash., to become the voice of the University of Washingion
Huskies.

l'oday, Roberts and his wife, Mila. enjoy & leasurely life ragsang 70
head of purebred cattle on their two ranches m Punta De Agui, focaed
noar Mouniainair

“I do my sports show early in the moming from my home.”
Roberts suid. “Tt gives me a chance 10 stay near my Chamgus and
Lomghumm cattle ™

Through the vears the dean of hew Mexico sportscastors: has been
showesed with honors by his pecrs.

Boberts was named the New Mexico Sponscaster of the Year 13
tumes and in 1989 was selected New Mexico Broadeaster of the Year

Also in 1989, the Albuguerque Sports Hall of Fame bustowed it
prestigious Award of Distinction on him.

Roberts was born and reared in Carthage. He artended the
Pathfinder Broadeasting School in Kansas City n 1951, and that fall
was hired as a dis¢ jockey by Radio Station WATM-AM, a dayome
station, in Atmore, Ala.

Roberts served in the Asr Forge from 1932 to 1956 as an airbome
radio operstor. His tours of duty included Dharan Air Force Base in
Saudi Arabia, plus air bases in Ethiopia, Egypt bran and Irag.

Roberts resumed his broadcasiing career after the war in
Lonpview, Texas. He Iwter worked m Key West Fla. Laramie, Wyo..
and at Scottsblufl, Neb., before being hired at Farmingion 1963

In 1966 he joined Frank Jovee of Radio Station KOB as color man
doing Lobo spors. He became the station”s spons director in 1967,

Robents did Lobo baskethall on KOB-TY in 1967-68, and
replaced the late Tom Dovle as the station’s 10 o'clock anchor in 1970
when Doyle becamie ill. He still did Lobo football and baskeiball
games on radio.

Roberts has two sons, two daughters, 13 grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.



