W “1 LINDA ESTES

Every time & girl in New Mexica puts on an athigtic uniform — a daly occumrenca from Deming to Clayton, Albuquerque e Las Gruces,
Jal to Farmington -~ she is wearing a garment that Linda Estes hefped stach
The longtime: Associate Athletic Director at the University of New Mexico, Estes was & singular {and ofizn, lonaly) voice peshing Jor
gender eguity In & era when faw wanted to hisar her message.
But Estes' actviem has siond the test of tma. s efiects are so pervasive that n 2008, 1's =lmost impossible to ramember 2 moment
when young girls didn't have the sama athlefic opportunities that boys anjoy.
Howeaar, the Dark Ages weran't 5o Jong ago. And Estes remembers the fight very well Her visian and degoed datermination (and yas,
memory) are just a few of tha reasons she is among the 2008 inductees 1o the Albuguerque/New Mexico Sparts Hall of Famie.
| was nalve.” she says today, “becausz when | took over, Title IX passad and | thougfit, Wow, wamen are going to have equty. What | dida't recognize was that
Titia 1% was like the 55 mph speed bmit: it didn't mean a thing unless it was enforced”
Fram 1973-2000, Estes heiped write 1he ticket for women's athietics at UNM, creating 2 solid program that inciudes mast major sporls ang nas mare a showsase
of women's besketball. Her advecacy for skiing, (ot aheays an easy self), helped result in a natignal championship for New Mexica in the spor, the only NCAA tzam
title the Lobos have ever wan
Now retired and Ining In Hawil, Estes says she is proudest of two things in her long career: Helping make it ecceptable for women to be in athigtics In high schaol
and collage, and giving young girls an opportinity 1 pursug athletic scholarships in coiege
In fac, her advocacy on behalf of a young Roswell golfer named Nancy Lepez in the early Tls halped bring the issue of oppertunity for young oirls to the forefront
in this state.
Estes, 68, was expased to gender equity a fow decades earier than most She played on 4 boys’ youth-league basebal team in 1947 in iny Cabca, Rock. Ark
Necessity, more than advocacy, got her on the team: the baliciub simply didn't have enough players. fut she still remembers petting that oapartunity,
Fortunately, for hundreds of thousands of New Mexico girls, she didn't Just ramember something gaod She fought for samathing befter




