KENNY THOMAS - NBA BASKETBALL PROFESIONAL

Langtime high zchool beskedball fans hewe no troeble receling some imensa herdwond metchups bebween caach Jim Hulsman'z Albequearque High Bulldogz
and coech Frask Castilo's La Cueva Bears in the 1994-85 ssame.
Bulzmen hed the sarvices of & big kid named Kenny Thomas, while Cestills hed a future NBR player of his ows, AJ. Bramlatt who'd |eter ba af the Unmaraity
of Arizana (o help the Wildcals win tha NCAK championship is 1957,
After moving from El Peso fo the Duke City. Thomes played hiz sanir season (1994-35) for the Bulldogs, avereging 251 poists and 169 mbausdz 2 gama
That halpad the Balldags compile & 22-3 record and the Cless ARAA state itk Parade Megezine samed Thomes an Al-Amarican
Thaz Thamas-Bremlat meatings in the 1994-05 seasom were lagandary, and ztill 1alked sbost tadey
T rafresh yoor mamary: Thomes scored 3 geme-high 29 points and Bramlett bad 19 in the Srst District 2ZAAAA mesting of the saezan 31 Albuguerges Righ
meating at La Cueva, playing for the fop sead i the district saumement. Bremiatt lad 2l scorerz with 25 paita. anly 1o 228 biz Basrs come aut oo the
short and egein: Damien Janking pacad AHE with 25 pointz and Thomez hed 21 in fhe Bulldogs” win
The biggest game for the teama was the ZARAN fitle oly with Thomas gaing off {or 29 paims end Bremlett sotching 30 at Bulldog City in LCHE's T8-77 thrilling win in overtima.
Thomas west on io have gemes with 31, 16 asd 2 points in ihe Bulldags’ path to the stets tile, in wing ovar Hobbs, Meyfield and Claviz: Bramlatt ead the Baers were ome-and-doma,
fallisg 1o Alemogardo in the queradinals
By z2eson's end, Thamas had keft his mark in the Bulldopa’ ansals, averagisg 25 pointz asd 16.3 rebousds par geme. ARS crach Jim Hulsman, wha Imows a liktle somathisg aboat
the geme (BEG0 wins et ARS and & Mew Maxico Sportz Ball of Feme mamber] touted Thomas 3z “& goad student, a fise team leadsr and an excelast beskethall player.”
Thomas's first collags pame was in the same plece as his last game with Albequarque High: in The Pit
Hiz deys 25 & Lobo were memarablz. Just esk members of Loba Metian, or the Red Weneca, wha can prokably recile their best Kesny Thomes Bidbits: first player in the history of the
Weztern Athletic Confarence o zerpass 1,800 paints, 1,000 mbousds and 200 blocksd zhots: All-Amarica banoes {ollowing his jenioe s2ason by Baskatbel Times: ead all-coadarance
e2lection three timez and 3 member af the all-‘WAC dafeszme team his final twa seazans.
In hiz Tour zeasons a1 & Labp, whera ha sill ranks as the sacand all-time leding zcorer, UNM anjoped s best {oar-year mark in szhoal hiztory with Thamaz, campiling a 102-30
recard fram 138558, including a 11-3 ledger in Tha Pit. Thamas, who woe numbar 4, lad UNM to the champioeship geme of the WAC Taumement three limes end wes nemed most
valeable pleyer 2 & reshmen in 1996 Hiz carzer scoring high was 31 poists on two accasions. while his best rebounding effort wes 18 against Hew Hampshire.
And, 3z many fens proudly nats when recallisg the past, UNMW edvasced ta the second raued of the HCAA Taumement an usprecadanted faur siraight years derisg Thomas's banere hara
To nobody's surprise, Thomes was & first-round pick, the Xind player 1eken wvarall, of the Bauston Rackeds in the 1999 dieft. As & rookie in the 1898-2000 seesan, Kanny lad the
Rockets in rebausding ead was conziziestly among the team |eaders in reboundz and blacked shocs.
Hz played with the Rackeis, whare Charles Barkley and Hakeem Olguwon ware eammebez. uskil they fraded him te Philadziphia in the 20020 seazan. In the 200304 saesan, he
wez ong af just 11 pleyers to averege 3 dosble-doubls.
Bz cancludad bz 11-yzar career as a member ol the Sacramests Kings, with canzer prafessiosal ewsrages of 3.3pointz and 69 reboends par game. He since has besn ective in
charity work. here in Abuquerges and in Bauston




