Kathy Whitworth

Think about . Faur years after picking up 2 galf ciub for the very first me. Kathy Whitworth turned pro. She was THAT good

As she describes her rise from small-town gir in Jal to entturng legend in woman's golf, Whitworth makes 1t all sound llke she was
plassed by pond luck, good friends, good tming. That's true, of course, but |l doesn't change the fazt that she had & talent and a drive
thet befied anyong's imag/nation

“When | |ook back on my career " she sgvs | wouldn't trade It for the world. | didn't (nitiate amy of it But whaa you talk about i, you
think, Yeah, maybe 4 was meant to 8™ In Whitworth's case, 1 was meant to be fiest As in. fiest place

Ker goif résumé is just short of cutrageous. She won si Ladies Professional Balf Asseciation major tties; established the sport's victory
recard with 8B tourrament tites: bocame the seventh member of the LAGA Hall of Fame; remains one of the best-known and best-liked
ambassadors of the game In other words, she wes Nancy Lopey beturs there was 2 Nancy Lopez, Or aa Annika Socenstam. Or 2 Michelle Wie,

Whitworth, &7 gives great ceadit to Jal for helping har find the game that woeld make her famous Jel Country Club. & mine-hale course carved into the desesl, was
the perlect pace to leam for @ 15-year-old She alsa ran acrass the pro there. Hardy Lowdermik, wha would recognize and r2iina her talent and eventuzlly send Ser
o qatfiag legend Harvey Penick

“The beautifil parf 2boat orowing up in @ small town was that galf wase't exgensive and | had access 1 a golf course whers | could learn o play,” she says. “Now, if
yau're &t a country clud of i a bip town er clty. s hard for a young playzr. especielly if their family doesn't e 00 & golf coorse and tsn't 2fluent |t was & fortunate
thing for me” Whitworth too t the game immediately, ") practiced and played, practoad and played” she secalls

Suan, she was good enough that she knew sha had to leave Jal to truly hane her cift She says people m town gol together, formed & corparation to sponsr Res
career, and. pod’, she was gone: M.C. and Dama Whitworth's kid had & lsgend o create

Whitworth now liveg in Flowsr Mound, Texas, and says she doesa | get back 12 Ja! as eften 25 she'd ke But the feslings. e memones. are sl there. “Jal was where
it all started,” she says. “There wera so many wonderful paogle whe want thiough Jal. It wil always be ciose and dear to my hear! forever”




