Jorge Tristani

Fifteen state championships. Fifteen. The number is sa improbable, so far off the charts, that even Jorge Tristani can barely believe it l
It's absurd." he says. “But 4 was a oynde” )
An architect by training and @ coach by choice. Tristani bullt 2 wonderful fiying machine called St Pus X boys' soccer. From 1983 t0 |
2007 the Sartzrs did loop-thi-laops around their compatition. establishing & standard of excellence, wictones and titles that may never
e approached, let alona broken. Al the helm through It all was the quiet, reservad Tristani. who salmly guided St Paus to vistory alter
victary withgut much [gnfare. but with plenty of arecisian.

A small, unimgosing man, Tristani laoks nothing ke Vinga Lomaardi. But Tristani's inner drive set the stage for his players’ triemah [

Example: At & tima when 10,30 p.m. wias the beginning of & fong, lost evening for mamy high school kids. the coath Imposed a curfew
that stuck. “During soccer season, i's il ahout socrar” former Sartan Matt Lamb once told a reparter “Nf thare’s & curfew, then you're in by curfew ,
NoGody much eared about curfew or for that matter, soccer in 1983, when Tristan,, prompted by a St. Pius parent who'd liked his coaching mathads in AYS, inter- |
viewed with then-Sartans athletics director Rey Giannini about ranming the program. Tristani, then an archtzet wha'd hoped to coach part-time, showed up dressedto |
the nines. Glannini, naver one for farmaity, and a foothall coach 1o boot, gave him the job bafore Tristani ever took off his coat. The rest was victory, And hisory
Adter wianing his 15th titke in Nevember 2008, Tristani annaunced he would revre from caaching, though he ramains at St Pius s  Spanish, drafting and advanced |
piacament art histary t2acher He acknowledges the load had bagun to weigh heawily ¢a him towzrd the end. "The expectabions ar2 so bigh.” he says. “that fnishing 8
mnird or fourth was beginning to seem ke lallpre” |
iristanl, 58, hatped develop some of the bes! lacal talent the sport has seen, including Mie Siratl and AL Hemere, among oshers. ItS instructive 1o note thet when |
Tristar took the helm at St Pius. neither the program, nor the spart itself, ot much attsntion. That's all changed new. Thousands watch the stats toumament each
fall. and 2 title in snccer means 25 much 28 4 besketball, foothall or hasehall champlonship, Jorge Tristani was i on the ground foor. But then, where alse would an [
architect ba? ,
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