JIM CLEARY

The present.day suc
cess al amateur and
Golden Gloves boxing
m Albuguarque ton bo
trated hack 10 195)
ond an |rishman same)
Jim Cloary The trans
planted New Yorke|
started o youth boxing
cluls In the basemont of
the Qld Armory at Fifth
ond S(lve:r SW ond
hod among his studenn
o youngster nuomoedBct
Foster (Hall ol Fame
19750 Unnil his degth
in Octobar, 1975 Jim
Cleary saw his class
grow o Llubs thiough
out the Duke City ond
eventually inte a Al Golden Gloves progrom. His
dedication to youth boxing wos unequatied though it cost
him his job ot an Albuquerque deparfment store when he
rofuned 16 cancel a Golden Glove assignment Jim Cloory
wnis the relerow for the stote Golden Glove champlonshipy
for 24 straight years. and colled national bouts an numerous
occasians

Mis interest in boxing storted bock in New Rochelle New
York. in 1935 as an amateur in the |12 pound class winning
the CYO state title Eventually. he moved up three waight
classes to gon state tome betore turming pro in 1939
winning all 14 bouts in New York in the 135 pound division

He turned to his lite-long hobby of afficioting the
following year before enlisting in the U.S Navy and taming
undor the supervision of former world's heavywaeight
champion Gene Tunney Jim Cleary spearheaded the very
sutcessiul ring programs for the Navy in Trinidad the
British West Indies and Miom: until his discharge in 1945

Cleary went 10 work for Naw York s State Depr. of Parks.
resuining his olficiating career. He officioted. during his 40
ring years. bouts involving boxings Whas Who - Rocky
Marciaono. Fioyd Patterson Sugar Ray Robinson Davey
Moore Luis Rodriquez Sondy Saddier. Curtis Qokes, tke
Williams and lohnny Soxton. In all Jim Cleary refereed 25
world championship pro bouts his loxt being Bob Foster s
decision over Pierre Faurie of South Alrica here in 1973

Of all the 1ibutes given Jim Cleary probably none can
equal the accolade offered by ¢ member of ane of the tity's
boxing clubs. “Jim Cloary wos o cooch, o teocher ond
father, oll wrapped into one. tat mony of us. He wos kind,
genarous and considerare. He mode men ouf of us No one
can take his ploce




