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MANATY ROMER®

ut this While Danny Romero Jr.'s most famoas fight was a namrow loss, it
wes far from what defined his spectacular career.

Micknamed “¥id Dynamite,” Romero was a national Golden Gloves champion at
apge B and won his first of three world titles at 20.

The Albuguengus native, who owns Hideout Boxing Gym and works as a
trainar and mentor to so many — inchuding underprivileged and troubled youth —
lesrned the business from his coach, manager and father, Danny Romero Sa.

“What did he mean o me?" Danny says of his late tather. “Everything. He was
my ‘world.”

Danny &r. passed away from a rare bver disease in 2019 - but not before he
saw his son become & Burque bowing legend.

Dmmermnmwwudamuthgh‘ls seven by knockout - and
devastated one opponent after another on the way to capturing the IBF's waorld
Fiyweight tithe in April of 1995 with a 12-round unanimous decision over Francis-
co Tejedor &t the MGM Grand Arena in Las Vegas.

Romero kost the title kater that year when he had a fight stopped due 1o an eye
injury, despite being ehead on &ll scorecards. But he soon started back toward
the top, and won back his world titke as well as one in another weight class —
despite the Engenng effects of the eye injury.

manmla.m%"jnjjmumulmhmlmmddwamhuzﬂngmm
two boxing greats - and Johnny Tapia - and wanted 10 see them in the
ring against each other.

Loyalties for the fighters divided so marny in the Duke City, and there was fear
that hodding the fight in town could kead to chaos - or worse.

On July 18, 1887, the two finally met in Las Vegas o unify the IBF and WBO
world F“Iymigl'ltdﬂ'rplunm

Tapia won a close 12-round decision in a spectacular fight on HBO.

The two never met again, but in 2003, in front of his homatown crowd, Danny
ook a8 12-round unanemous decksion over Trnidad Mendoza 1o win his third
mﬁ]mhnmdrﬂm&mmd&s&a&hmmalﬁelﬁﬁh&pﬂr&m
weight fitie

His final bout was & TKO viciory on July 1, 2006, giving him a career record of
45-5-2 — and ensuring his place as one of the very greatest athletes in New
Mexico sports history.




