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CINDY ROYBAL)

Cindy “Pecos” Roybal was bom in Pecos, NM. From an eary age,
Cindy has ahways been a fierce competior. She had dr of win-

‘& siate high school basketball tile, playing in the Olympics and
natly, ike boys.

Unfortunately, there were no sanctioned girls’ teams a1 the vanous lev-
ek, Cindy dechded 1o change that with a sit-down strike at Pecos High
School 1o start a girs' team or 1o allow her 1o play on the boys” leam.

Her senlor year, Cindy would go to Mew Mexico Hghlands to waich

& game at the Stu Clark Gym that the Al-American Red Heads were
playing. The Red Heads, a professional all women's all-star team,
played full count against men's teams and existed from 1938 to 1886.
After this game, her life would never be the same. She asked 1o try out
for the team. The owner, Orwell Moore invited Cindy to Camp Courage
i Caraway, Arkansas for the tryout. She made the leam. They played
238 games over thirty-two states from 1071-1972. One year was
encugh and decided to become a coach.

In 2012 Cindy, as & member of the Red Heads oranization, were
inducted into the Maismsth Memorial Basketball of Fame.

Cindy went on 10 attend the College of Santa Fe where she com-
p=ied inthe Womean's Recreation Associaton in basketball, vol-
leyball, and tennéz. In 1081, Cindy received her master's degres
n physical education from MM Highlands Unbversaty.

She started her teaching and coaching career in 1975 at SF

5t Catherine's High School where she was the PE Department
Head, cheereader sponsor, inframural derector, and head coach
for girls’ baskethall, vollayball, softball, and rack. She then went
on to the Institute of American ndian Arts for one year as a PE
teacher and head basketoall and vobeyball coach. From 1879-
1985 Cindy was at SF indkan School amd ht PE and coached
basketball, voll I, and softhall, was the PE Dept. Head and
Intesim Athletic Director.

From 1885 to 2002, Cindy became a college profiessor and
coached basketball and volleyball at MM Highlands University.
She was the only Hispanic female Athletic n the nation
from 2000-2002. Her baskethall teams won the Rocky Mountain Ath-
letic Conterence (RMAC) in 1992, 1994, and 2000. Her teams poated
over 250 wing and they posted & wi record for twelve seasons in
a row. She was named RMAC Coach of the Year in 1992

In 2002, Cindy refurned to high school baskethall for three years at
Poyoaque Valley High School. She then went back to Santa Fe Indian
School from 2009-2013 where she won back-to-back AAA Stale Bas-
ketball Championships in 2010 and 2011 and her team was the Siate
runner-up in 2012, lnging by one point in the final. n 2014, she went
1o Espanola for four years where her basketball teams were 54 Stats
Sami-Finalists for three years straight in 2015, 2016, and 2017. Her
overall High School Basketball record is 377-105.

Cindy will retum o cogching as the head gels basketball coach at Po-
joague High School for the upcoming 2023-2024. Her sports joumey
continues _._



