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NEW MEXICO SPORTS HALL OF FAME • CLASS OF 2022

DANIEL “DANNY” DARIO VILLANUEVA ’61
(1937-2015)
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Daniel “Danny” Dario Villanueva
Daniel was born to migrant missionary workers in Tucumcari, New 
Mexico. He was the ninth of twelve children. His life was a “rag to 
riches” story.
Danny was one of the NFL’s first Latino kickers and a pioneer of 
Spanish-language television. Danny played in 110 games over eight 
seasons in the NFL. He co-founded Univision network and become 
one of the wealthiest Latino executives in the country. 

Danny played football for New Mexico A&M, now as New 
Mexico State in 1958 and 1959. He was part of the teams 
that won back-to-back Sun Bowl games and well as going 
undefeated in his senior year.

 The Los Angeles would visit Las Cruces to evaluate Dan-
ny’s teammate, Pervis Atkins and saw him kicking. Pervis, 
2009 NMSHOF inductee, who was drafted by the Rams. 
Danny would sign with the Rams and do both punting and 
placekicking, which is rare in the NFL. Nicknamed “El Kick-
ador,” whenever he walked onto the field, they would play 
bullfighting music. 

He earned $5500 for the year kicking for the Rams. To 
boost his income, he worked as a sportscaster at KMEX, a 
small Spanish station.

1962, he led the NFL in punting and set a team record by kicking a 
51-yard field goal.

In 1965, Danny was traded to the Dallas Cowboys for Tommy McDon-
ald and his pay increased to $15,000. Tommy, a Highland High School 
graduate, was later inducted into the NFL Hall of Fame and a 1980 
Albuquerque Sports Hall of Fame inductee. Danny last game ended 
up being the championship game against the Green Bay Packers in 
the famous Ice Bowl at Lambeau Field in 1967.

After two years with the Cowboys, where he set the record for the 
most extra points kicks made without a miss (56), he retired and be-
came the new director of KMEX in Los Angeles.

The station became the springboard of his eventual media empire. 
Danny bought stakes in other TVC stations and KMEX became the 
flagship of the Spanish International Communication Corp, which 
eventually became Univision network in 1988. 

DANNY VILLANUEVADANNY VILLANUEVA
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Student Success
That’s what we’re about!

CONGRATS TO OUR

1990-
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POYER
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In 2012, Eastern New Mexico University (ENMU) retired her basket-
ball and volleyball jersey numbers, making her the most decorated 
athlete in school history. 

Jennifer Goble Poyer ,born in Denver, Colorado developed a passion 
for sports in middle school and she went on to star in several sports 
at John Marshall High School in San Antonio, Texas. At Marshall, 
she received all-district honors in basketball, volleyball, and track & 
field, including holding the school record for the shot put. She also 
was named the 1990 Greater San Antonio Player of the Year for Girls 
Basketball. 

Jennifer came to Eastern New Mexico University in the fall 
of 1990 and immediately starred on the basketball court. 
Jennifer was twice the LSC player Co-Player of the Year and 
the LSC Freshmen of the Year. She was a four-time All-LSC 
pick, leaving ENMU as the all-time scoring leader with 1,852 
points. Jennifer also left ENMU as the top per-game scoring 
average for a season (23.9 in 91-92) and a career (20.4). Jen-
nifer led the Zia’s to a regular season LSC basketball title and 
their best-ever record (23-5) in 92-93. 

In Volleyball, Jennifer was a four-time first-team All-Lone 
Star Conference (LSC) pick, being named the LSC player or 
co-player of the year all four years. She finished her career 
with several ENMU and LSC volleyball records and lead ENMU to their 
best-ever volleyball record (33-6) in 1993 en route to the LSC regular 
season and tournament titles. Jennifer was also named the Panhan-
dle Sports Hall of Fame Athlete of the year in 1993 and voted as the 
Greatest Zia in all four years she played. 

In 1999 Jennifer was named a member of ENMU’s All-Century and 
All-Decade (1990s) volleyball teams, and in 2000, she was inducted 
into Eastern New Mexico University’s Athletics Hall of Honor. In 2011, 
Jennifer was elected to the Lone Star Conference Hall of Honor, and 

Jennifer has continued to give back to her Alma Mater, spending 
many years working at ENMU including, ENMU Athletics from 1998-
2000, the Office of Communication Services from 2001-2005 and from 
2013-2022, and serving on the ENMU Professional Senate, the Grey-
hound Club Board of Directors, the ENMU Alumni Association Board 
of Directors. Her husband, Inosia “Sia” Poyer, is currently the head 
volleyball coach at ENMU; she has three children, of which the older 
two will be attending ENMU this fall. 

JENNIFER POYERJENNIFER POYER
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Cheryl Johnson … “I’ve wanted to be a teacher and coach since 
fourth grade. I’ve just thought it would be fun.”

Cheryl spent 31 years in APS education as a physical education 
teacher, volleyball, basketball, and softball coach, assistant principal, 
principal, and athletic director. Cheryl’s integrity, demeanor, enthu-
siasm, and classy example of how you coach and react in the heat of 
competition set her apart from so many others. 

“She is cool under pressure and she’s a winner.” Longtime Mustang 
baseball coach, Tim McCorkle said when Cheryl was named the Ath-
letic Director at West Mesa High School

She is best known as a softball coach, taking her teams five times to 
the state finals at three different schools, West Mesa High School, 
La Cueva High School, and Volcano Vista High School. She won state 
softball titles in 2005 with Las Cueva High School and at Volcano Vista 
in 2011 and 2012. During the 2011 and 2012 season the Hawks had a 
state best fifty-two game winning streak. 

Cheryl, a Manzano High School graduate in 1976, was a three-year 
letterman in volleyball, basketball, and softball. The Monarchs won 
state volleyball in 1975 and were the softball state runner-up in 
1976.

She attended New Mexico State on a scholarship to play softball. In 
1978, she transferred to University of New Mexico to play on the 
school’s first softball team. The softball team went to the NAIA Na-
tional’s Sweet 16 in 1979. Softball was not a sport in the NCAA. She 
earned a golden glove at second base and was one of the best hitters 
ever for UNM, still ranks fourth in a career (10) and fifth in a season 
(6) for triples. 

After graduating, she played for 10 years in the city softball leagues 
and won a state title.

Her first coaching job was in 1979-1980 as an assistant coach in vol-
leyball, basketball, softball for Sandia High School Coach Ann “Wee-
gie” Poston. One year later, she became the head basketball coach for 
West Mesa High School. 

From 1990 to 1993, she coached the West Mesa softball team to four 
district championships. Those teams placed in State fourth, third and 
two runners-up.

Cheryl went into Albuquerque Public School administration from 
1993-2001. She returned to teaching and coaching softball from 2002 
until 2007. 

Cheryl also excelled in racquetball, playing in the state age group com-

CHERYL JOHNSONCHERYL JOHNSON
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Cindy “Pecos” Roybal was born in Pecos, NM. From an early age, 
Cindy has always been a fierce competitor. She had dreams of win-
ning a state high school basketball title, playing in the Olympics and 
professionally, like boys. 

Unfortunately, there were no sanctioned girls’ teams at the various lev-
els. Cindy decided to change that with a sit-down strike at Pecos High 
School to start a girls’ team or to allow her to play on the boys’ team. 

Her senior year, Cindy would go to New Mexico Highlands to watch 
a game at the Stu Clark Gym that the All-American Red Heads were 
playing. The Red Heads, a professional all women’s all-star team, 
played full court against men’s teams and existed from 1936 to 1986. 
After this game, her life would never be the same. She asked to try out 
for the team. The owner, Orwell Moore invited Cindy to Camp Courage 
in Caraway, Arkansas for the tryout. She made the team. They played 
228 games over thirty-two states from 1971-1972. One year was 
enough and decided to become a coach.

In 2012 Cindy, as a member of the Red Heads organization, were 
inducted into the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. 

Cindy went on to attend the College of Santa Fe where she com-
peted in the Women’s Recreation Association in basketball, vol-
leyball, and tennis. In 1981, Cindy received her master’s degree 
in physical education from NM Highlands University.

She started her teaching and coaching career in 1975 at SF 
St. Catherine’s High School where she was the PE Department 
Head, cheerleader sponsor, intramural director, and head coach 
for girls’ basketball, volleyball, softball, and track. She then went 
on to the Institute of American Indian Arts for one year as a PE 
teacher and head basketball and volleyball coach. From 1979-
1985 Cindy was at SF Indian School and taught PE and coached 
basketball, volleyball, and softball, was the PE Dept. Head and 
Interim Athletic Director. 

From 1985 to 2002, Cindy became a college professor and 
coached basketball and volleyball at NM Highlands University. 
She was the only Hispanic female Athletic Director in the nation 
from 2000-2002. Her basketball teams won the Rocky Mountain Ath-
letic Conference (RMAC) in 1992, 1994, and 2000. Her teams posted 
over 250 wins and they posted a winning record for twelve seasons in 
a row. She was named RMAC Coach of the Year in 1992.

In 2002, Cindy returned to high school basketball for three years at 
Pojoaque Valley High School. She then went back to Santa Fe Indian 
School from 2009-2013 where she won back-to-back AAA State Bas-
ketball Championships in 2010 and 2011 and her team was the State 
runner-up in 2012, losing by one point in the final. In 2014, she went 
to Espanola for four years where her basketball teams were 5A State 
Semi-Finalists for three years straight in 2015, 2016, and 2017. Her 
overall High School Basketball record is 377-105. 

Cindy will return to coaching as the head girls basketball coach at Po-
joaque High School for the upcoming 2023-2024. Her sports journey 
continues …

CINDY ROYBALCINDY ROYBAL



16 New Mexico Hall of Fame 2023



New Mexico Hall of Fame 2023 17

“King of the Cowboys” …. Eight seconds of glory … “I wanted to win 
every time.”
When Ty was in the fifth grade, his teacher asked the students to write 
down the answer to this question, “If you could do anything in your life, 
what would it be? Ty wrote, “I want to break Larry Mahan’s record.” 

Ty was born in Glendale, Arizona in 1969 to rodeo parents, Harold 
“Butch” and Joy Murray. While still in diapers, baby Ty was climbing 
atop his mother’s sewing machine case, riding it like a bucking bull. 
Butch stated “Ty was driven at an early age … he worked daily with 
the mindset that he was going to be a world champion.”

Before long, he was winning peewee events, and his special talent 
caught the eye of Larry Mahan, at the time the greatest living rodeo 
legend. The six-time champion invited young Ty to spend a summer 
on his ranch in Duffy, Colorado learning rodeo and life lessons, which 
prepared Murray for a career that would surpass even Mahan’s.

Murray won seven all-around titles by competing in bull riding, saddle 
bronc riding, and bareback riding during a record-setting career.

His connections to New Mexico run deep, his father was the starter 
at Ruidoso Downs Horse Racetrack in 1969. The family would spend 
at least ten months in New Mexico and spend the winter in Arizona. 
In 1974, the family moved to Pena Blanca, New Mexico so his father 
could be the starter at the new horse racetrack in Santa Fe. Ty 
would go to school in Arizona and spend the rest of the time in 
New Mexico. 

In 1987, he won the National High School Rodeo Association 
all-around championship. In 1989, Ty was the all-around national 
champion leading Odessa College men’s team to the College Na-
tional Finals Rodeo Championship. 

With his parents living in Sandia Park, New Mexico. Ty decided 
to host The Ty Murray Invitational PBR bull riding in Albuquerque 
in 1996. The highly anticipated annual event moved to the Pit in 
2009, regularly playing to sell-out crowds. 

Ty was the co-founder of the Professional Bull Riders (PBR). He 
was inducted into the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame in 2000 and the PBR 
Ring of Honor in 2002. He has worked as a commentator for CBS on 
PBR broadcasts since 2007. In 2020, PBR created the Ty Murray Top 
Hand Award given annually to a rodeo athlete of significant distinction 
and impact.
Ty continues to be an exceptional ambassador of the sport and the 
cowboy lifestyle.  Ty is a co-founder of National Day of the Horse, 
which allows us to reflect and be thankful for the role horses play in 
our lives and society.”

TY MURRAYTY MURRAY
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HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS’ 
COACHCOACH OF THE YEAR OF THE YEAR

LISA VILLAREALLISA VILLAREAL
VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SSCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SSCHOOL

Lisa Villareal, known as Coach “V” led 
the Volcano Vista Hawks Girls Basket-
ball team to back-to-back 5A State Girls. 
Basketball State Championships in 2022 
going undefeated 29-0. It was the fourth 
straight state championship appearance 
for the Hawks. The Hawks were the 27th 
team to go undefeated since 1973. 

The Hawks went on a 46-game winning 
streak over three seasons that ended 
December 6, 2022. This winning streak 
ranks ninth all-time in state history. 

Lisa has been coaching girls’ basketball 
for 19 years with 17 winning seasons. 
Her teams have made every state tourna-
ment. In addition to the 2021 and 2022 
state titles, Her Hawks teams won in 
2012, 2014, and 2016. 

Coach “V” has been the only girls’ bas-
ketball coach at Volcano Vista since the 
school opened in 2007. Her record is 
307-111 at Volcano Vista and 378-129 
overall. 

Lisa had coaching stints at Espanola Val-
ley High School (2001-2003) and Capital 
High School (2005-2007). She took off 
two years of coaching to earn her mas-
ter’s degree in technology in Education in 
2005. 

For the last 10 years, Coach “V” and her 
Hawks have hosted their annual color 
game. They raise money for families, or 
non-profit organizations, while bringing 
awareness to such causes as child abuse, 
mental health, pancreatic cancer, leu-
kemia in children, and MSA (Multiple 
System Atrophy). The Lady Hawks will 
continue to bring awareness to causes 
that hit close to home. 
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HIGH SCHOOL BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL BOYS’ 
COACHCOACH OF THE YEAR OF THE YEAR

GREG BROWNGREG BROWN
VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SSCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SSCHOOL

Greg Brown led the Volcano Vista High School 
Hawks to a 29-0 record in the 2021-2022 season. It 
was only the 19th team to go undefeated in the 100-
year history of New Mexico High School boys’ 
basketball. It was the first Albuquerque Public 
School to have an undefeated season. 

His Hawks won an epic 5A state championship in 
overtime against Las Cruces High School 66-55. 
It was only the second time in state championship 
history that two teams entered the game undefeated. 

This was the school’s second state title and Brown’s 
third state championship, the other one was at Man-
zano High School in 2006.

What made the 2022 state tournament even more 
special for Greg was that his son, Hudson, a fresh-
man, was on the team. Also, his daughter, Kennedy 
helped the girls’ Hawks team go undefeated and 
win the 5A Girls’ State Basketball Championship. 
It was the first time that a boys and girls’ team from 
the large class went undefeated in the same season. 

Greg and his Hawks dedicated the season to his 
father and 2018 New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame 
inductee, Mike Brown, who passed away on June 
30, 2021. After an illustrious career at the Albu-
querque Academy, Mike was Greg’s assistant coach 
for three years. Greg played for his father on three 
Albuquerque Academy state championship teams 
in 1989, 1990, and 1991. 

Greg has been the coach of the Hawks since the 
school opened in 2007. His record is 256-142 at 
Volcano Vista and 352-181 overall. Prior to Volca-
no Vista, Greg coached at Manzano High School 
from 2002-2007. He has also led his teams to six 
District Championships and two Metro Champion-
ships.

The Hawks followed up that season in 2022-23 
with a back-to-back state championship, going 
29-1 on the season. During the last two seasons, his 
teams went on a 47-game winning streak, which 
ranks third all-time.
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HIGH SCHOOL FEMALE
 ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Ashlyn has been one of the best soccer players in the state of 
New Mexico for 4 years now and was clearly the best player in 
New Mexico her senior year. The 5’2” senior Midfielder was 
instrumental in leading the Hope Christian School to a 23-0-0 
record and a 4A State Championship. It was the 10th undefeated 
in girls’ soccer history, 

The Huskies beat St. Pius 5-0 in the State Championship game. 
Ashlyn scored a goal in the Championship game. This was a 
back-to-back state championship for the Huskies. It was the third 
straight state championship appearance. 

The Huskies, one of the smallest 4A with 365 students defeat-
ed 2-0 the 5A state champion, Eldorado High School, a 2000+ 
students’ high school. Thus, Hope Christian was the best girls’ 
team in the state of New Mexico, and Ashlyn played the most 
significant role on the team. 

During her senior season she scored 47 goals, had 21 assists, and 
scored 115 points. While Ashlyn’s stats speak for themself, what 
is even more impressive is that she played midfielder, but when 
needed would play defense for the Huskies due to injuries of 
other teammates or needing to protect a lead in a game. 

In her last three years, Ashlyn earned First Team All-State and 
First Team All-Metro honors. She was selected as an All-Amer-
ican.

Ashlyn will be playing soccer for the Ft. Lewis College Sky-
hawks in the Fall.

ASHLYN SALASASHLYN SALAS
HOPE CHRISTIAN  SCHOOLHOPE CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL
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With every purchase you  
make in 2023 using your  
US Eagle METAL card, we’ll  
make a donation to support  
disabled veterans.

THEY’VE
SHOWN 
METTLE
Let’s show them ours.

useagle.org/METTLE

Insured by NCUA | Equal Opportunity Lender
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 ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

As a senior, Ja’Kwon Hill, a 6-foot-2 guard led the Volcano Vista Hawks to a 29-0 record and the 5A state champion-
ship. Hill averaged 18.1 points, 6 rebounds and five assists per game. Hill, a 4-year varsity player shot 61 percent from 
conventional field goal range, 45 percent from beyond the arc and 83 percent at the free throw line for the 2021-2022 
season.

In the 2022 5A state championship game, Hill scored 17 points, 7 rebounds, 2 assists and 2 steals in Volcano Vista’s 
66-55 overtime win against No. 1 Las Cruces. He was clutch down the stretch including hitting two free throws with four 
seconds remaining to send the game to overtime. 

Hill was the 2022 Gatorade New Mexico Boys Basketball Player of the Year, first player chosen from Volcano Vista 
High School. He was the Metro Player of the Year. Named First Team All-State and All-Metro for two years.

Hill maintained a 4.01 weighted GPA his senior year. Ja’Kwon accepted an offer from New Mexico Highlands University, 
where he averaged 2.4 points, 1.2 assists, .9 rebounds and .3 steals a game in his freshman season. 

JA’KWON HILLJA’KWON HILL
VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOL
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48TH ANNUAL  INDUCTION BANQUET RECEPTION
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48TH ANNUAL  INDUCTION BANQUET RECEPTION
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48TH ANNUAL  INDUCTION BANQUET
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48TH ANNUAL  INDUCTION BANQUET
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48TH ANNUAL  
INDUCTION BANQUET
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HAIL, WIND OR STORM 
DAMAGE?

Roofing
Your roof is the first line of defense against the 
outdoor elements, protecting against heat gain 
and heat loss. Your roof is also critical to 
keeping your home comfortable and enhancing 
your home’s exterior appearance and overall 
curb appeal

Gutters
The fascia's, soffits, and gutters connected to 
your home’s roof do far more than simply give 
your home a finished look. They are also crucial 
to controlling the flow of water off of your roof 
and protecting your foundation from water 
damage.

Siding
Your home’s siding plays a key role in the look, 
structure, comfort, and value of your home. In 
fact, while damaged or aging siding can be an 
eyesore, it can also make your home vulnerable 
to structural damage.

INFINITY CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS LLC
2116 Vista Oeste NW Ste 401-A, Albuquerque, NM 87120

 (505) 235-5078 | gabe@nminfinity.com | infinityroofinggroup.com

License# NM GB98 407931

$$  225500  OOFFFF**
Complete Roof Replacement
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2022 6TH ANNUAL  CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC
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2022 6TH ANNUAL  CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC
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With every purchase you  
make in 2023 using your  
US Eagle METAL card, we’ll  
make a donation to support  
disabled veterans.

THEY’VE
SHOWN 
METTLE
Let’s show them ours.

useagle.org/METTLE

Insured by NCUA | Equal Opportunity Lender
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The Range Cafe
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SW sewer
Allweather
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NOW WITH 6 LOCATIONS IN NEW MEXICO
RANGECAFE.COM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER, DESSERT & COCKTAILS
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Congratulations Congratulations 
to the Inducteesto the Inductees

 and Annual  and Annual 
AwardAward

 Winners Winners

OFFICIAL PARTNEROFFICIAL PARTNER
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ANNUAL AWARD WINNERSANNUAL AWARD WINNERS

RYLEE CRANDALLRYLEE CRANDALL
ARTESIA HIGH SCHOOLARTESIA HIGH SCHOOL

ASHLYN SALASASHLYN SALAS
HOPE CHRISTIAN  SCHOOLHOPE CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL

NEW MEXICO SPORTS NEW MEXICO SPORTS HALL OF HALL OF 
FAMEFAME nmshof.org

LISA VILLAREALLISA VILLAREAL
VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOL

LISA VILLAREALLISA VILLAREAL
VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SSCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SSCHOOL

GREG BROWNGREG BROWN
VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOL

JA’KWON HILLJA’KWON HILL
VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOL

JA’KWON HILLJA’KWON HILL
VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOL

VOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOLVOLCANO VISTA HIGH SCHOOL
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