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"BASEBALL WAS, IS AND ALWAYS WILL BE
TO ME THE BEST GAME IN THE WORLD."

- Babe Ruth

BILL GRACEY

for being inducted into the New Mexico Sports Hall of Fame

Your recognition 
is well deserved.
You are a game changer, a passionate advocate 
for New Mexico sports and the nearly 50 years 
you have dedicated to coaching has impacted 
and inspired thousands of kids across the state.

YYour fans at
GranCor Enterprises
Commercial Construction
Service Disabled Veteran Owned Business
www.grancor.com
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For over 40 years, Bill Gracey has been and continues to be coach, mentor and an 
inspiration to countless young men and women in New Mexico who learn from him 
valuable skills and respect for the games they play, 

Many of these were granted college scholarships. Some became coaches themselves. 
James Yodice became a respected sportswriter. James Buccheri, Scott Gracey, Chad 
Kuhn,  Scott Jaster, John Roskos, Sam Smith, Mike Vento, Kyle Weiland played pro-
fessional baseball.

Just as important are numerous individuals  whose lives benefit from lessons of team-
work, discipline and perseverance taught by Gracey who  is equally enthusiastic in 
promoting athletic opportunities for young people regardless of age or gender. Just 
ask Maya Pacheco currently playing Varsity Softball at Cleveland High School  and 
being offered College scholarships.

A talented athlete himself, Gracey was named to All-State, All-District, All-City High 
School teams in Baseball and Football and was West Mesa’s Outstanding Senior Ath-
lete of the Year (1970-71)

Gracey  coached Boys’ Baseball at West Mesa, Cibola,  and La Cueva High Schools 
and Club Baseball in New Mexico. Overall, his coaching record boasts eight State 
Championships. 

With Gracey as Assistant Coach, Lobo Women’s Softball achieved a 4 year record of 
127-84.

The “Bill Gracey MVP Baseball Player Award” created in his honor is awarded annu-
ally to the outstanding player at Cibola High School.

Gracey was inducted into the Cibola High School Athletics Hall of Fame in 2014 and 
into the New Mexico Baseball  Coaches Association Hall of Fame in 2020.

Gracey served as a Division 1 NCAA Men’s Basketball Official for 31 years. He 
officiated 14 NCAA DI Tournament Games (I game away from Final Four twice); 
NCAA DII National Championship Game (1987); New Mexico Championship 
Games (1982, 1985)

In 2015, Gracey was appointed Associate Supervisor of Officials for The West Coast 
Consortium that includes PAC Twelve, Mountain West, Western 
Athletic, Big West, Big Sky, and West Coast Conferences and he 
continues in that role today.

His knowledge of college baseball motivated the Mountain West 
Conference to seek his sevices in the evaluation of baseball um-
pire performance.

Sports is a family affair at the Graceys—Wife of 38 years, Kris 
played Collegiate Volleyball., daughter Lauren played Varsity and 
Club Volleyball,  son, Scott played on two  La Cueva State Base-
ball Championship teams, was a Lobo shortstop and played for 
the Toronto Blue Jays Organization.. Bill continues his coaching 
career as an Assistant Baseball Coach for the La Cueva Bears.

BILL GRACEYBILL GRACEY
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Born 1920 in Colorado; Lou ran track, played baseball, and made men’s 
softball teams as a teen.   His WW-II service provided him with opportu-
nities to compete in worldwide competition as boxer, miler, and baseball.  
Offered professional baseball contracts while in the military, played fast 
pitch softball in 5 World Tournaments.  

In local, state, and national bowling tournaments; he won league champi-
onships, state honors for 25 years, with a 185 average, low grosse series 
over 600, state 9 game series 1813, many trophies for closing 30 frames.  

At 40, Lou took up golf, winning many local and statewide 
men’s championship flight golf tournaments, won four North-
ern NM Senior tournaments in a row, two State Champion-
ships, and competed in two National Tournaments. Founded 
the NNMSGA; served as the associations’ first president 
providing sanctioned tournaments for NNM golfers.

During 70 years of sports competition, Lou was prominently 
featured in the news, year round, throughout New Mexico.   
Starting at 3rd base and player coach for the S-Site, State 
Championship Fast Pitch softball team, with pitcher Bun 
Ryan, the team won a regional tournament and competed in 
another world tournament.  

 The success and lasting honors Lou and team members 
received began in 1953 with Lou’s creation of the Pierotti’s 
Clowns, dubbed “The Goodwill Ambassadors of Los Al-
amos”.   The only 5 man Softball Team in the world.  Lou 
managed, became the Clown Prince of Softball, and anchored 
third base from 1952 to 1977 with a record of 177 wins and 
23 loses competing against quality 9 man teams.  The Pierot-
ti’s Clowns provided an exceptional world class softball ex-
perience, together with circus like entertainment for families 
in the Atomic City, NM, for charity and love of the game. 
Played the Albuquerque Dukes AAA Baseball team 3 times, 
with 2 sets of bases, and never lost to any professional team.

• Featured in six national magazines, including the first issue of Sports 
Illustrated in 1954.

• Inducted into the New Mexico ASA Softball Hall of Fame in Las Cru-
ces.

 • 1999; Lou received the coveted “Living Treasure of Los Alamos” 
award.   

• Sports, Business success and Community Service, with wife Lena, were 
honored by Los Alamos as Heroes of the Cold War for their life’s work. 

LOU PIEROTTILOU PIEROTTI
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MANNY SMITHMANNY SMITH
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HERB STINSONHERB STINSON
Coach Herb Stinson graduated from Aztec High School 
in 1970, where he was a member of the National Honor 
Society, FTA, marching band, served as Senior Class Pres-
ident and lettered in football, wrestling and track. In 1969, 
he played right guard on the State Runners-up football team 
under Coach Marty Steffan, earning All County and All 
State honors. In wrestling, he qualified for state three times, 
placing twice, and the team placed 3rd in State in 1969. 
It was during Herb’s sophomore year that he decided to 
become a teacher and coach, inspired by the example set by 
his coach, Jerry Parker.

In 1970, Herb attended Dixie State College and coached 
wrestling at Dixie High School. He wrestled at the YMCA 
in Las Vegas, NV under legendary coach, Jerry Wager, win-
ning the Nevada Freestyle Open and representing them in 
an AAU international tournament, placing 5th in Greco. In 
1971 after receiving a wrestling scholarship, he transferred 
to SUSC now known as Southern Utah University. He was 
a two-time RMAC Regional place winner under Coach Joe 
Lapour, graduating in 1975 with a bachelor’s degree in so-
cial science and PE. He was inducted into the SUU Coach-
ing Hall of Fame in 2001.

After returning to NM, Herb was hired in Aztec in 1976 
where he taught and coached football, wrestling and base-
ball for 24 years. He led the Tigers to 12 wrestling State 
Championships, 11 of them in a row. He was the NM Coach 
of the Year seven times, National Coach of the Year three 
times and inducted into the NHSCA Hall of Fame in 2016. 
He retired in 2000 and then taught and coached in Bay-
field, CO for the next 12 years, returning to Aztec in 2012 
where he still coaches wrestling. As of 2022, he has helped 
the team win five more State Championships. To date and 
counting, he has coached 69 individual State Champions 
and 19 All Americans. Coach Stinson is known for saying 
“Winning is a state of mind. What state of mind do you 
have?”

Coach Stinson and his wife, Terry, reside in Aztec, NM. 
He has three grown children, five grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren and a goddaughter.
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Highlands University Legend Gene Torres Sr.
NM Sports Hall of Fame Class of 2021

New Mexico Highlands University congratulates the 
Torres family upon the induction of New Mexico golf 
legend Gene Torres Sr. into the New Mexico Sports 
Hall of Fame.
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GENE TORRESGENE TORRES
Gene Torres September 9, 1937 - June 12, 2005 

Gene Torres was born in Trinidad, Colorado on September 
9, 1937. At the early age of 10, Gene was introduced to what 
would be his lifetime passion, the game of golf. With humble 
beginnings, he earned his way onto the golf course by shov-
eling coal into the local furnace at the Trinidad Golf Course. 
It would become a steppingstone to earning the position of a 
golf caddy. From there he made friendships that would last a 
lifetime and nurture his love of the game. 

Those friendships eventually led him into playing tourna-
ments and a golf career that expanded more than 57 years. In 
1956, Gene went onto win the Colorado State High School 
Golf Championship. From 1962-2005, Gene was the Head 
Golf Professional and Professor at New Mexico Highlands 
University in Las Vegas, New Mexico, where he mentored 
several college golfers. Because of his inspiration, many 
would continue in his footsteps and become Class A PGA 
Golf Professionals themselves. This accomplishment brought 
joy to Gene as he too was a Class A PGA Golf Professional 
since 1970. Later, Gene would win more than 80 Profes-
sional Golf Tournaments throughout the United States and 
Mexico. He won 5 New Mexico Open Golf Tournaments. 
Four were in a row from 1968, 1969, 1970, and 1971. His 5th 
New Mexico Open was in 1984. In 1971 in Pinehurst, North 
Carolina, he won the National Pro-Am Golf Tournament at 
the Famed Pinehurst #1 Golf Course. He posted a new course 
record on the last day of 62. This victory earned him a 1972 
Lincoln Continental car. In 2004, the Professional Golfers 
Association of America awarded Gene the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award. It is one of the highest honors you could receive 
from the PGA of America. 

In 2004, Gene was also inducted into the New Mexico High-
lands University Hall of Honor. Lastly, in 2005 with family, 
friends and community members by his side, New Mexico 
Highlands University, in his honor, renamed and dedicated 
their golf course the Gene Torres New Mexico Highlands 
University Golf Course.
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 ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

Luke Wysong was an outstanding student/athlete for Cleveland High School. Luke accomplished a rare feat by being award the 
Gatorade Football and Track Athlete of the year. 

In an abbreviated season due to covid restrictions, Luke led Cleveland to a 4-0 record and a 6A State Championship vs. Las 
Cruces High School. A 2019 All-State selection, he concluded his prep football career with 1,173 receiving yards and fourteen 
touchdowns. 

In track, the 5’10”, 185-pound senior won the 100- and 200-meter dashes, took second in the long jump and 400-meter race, and 
shared in a 5A-record relay clocking to help the Storm win the state team title. 

A Rio Rancho Fire Department and Police Department Youth Volunteer, Luke has donated his time locally as part of food dona-
tion drives and has volunteered on behalf of multiple community service initiatives through his church youth group. 

In the classroom he maintained a 3.24GPA.

Luke committed and played this past season for the University of New Mexico Lobos where he caught twenty-four passes for 
224 yards or an average of 9.8 yards. Already a fan favorite, UNM Head Coach Danny Gonzales is referring to Luke as his 
“playmaking sophomore.” 

LUKE WYSONGLUKE WYSONG
CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOLCLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL
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 ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

RyLee Crandall was a top pitcher and hitter for the Artesia 
Bulldogs softball team for 5 years. In 2021, she was named 
2021 Gatorade’s New Mexico Softball Play of the year, the 
New Mexico High School Association All-Star Team, and 
the Max Preps Softball All-American Second team.

Following in her sister’s footsteps, Kali Crandall who was 
voted Gatorade’s NM Softball Play of the year in 2017-
2018, RyLee developed her skills early on.  Also contrib-
uting to RyLee’s success on the field was her father who 
coached both daughters.

Amongst RyLee’s many achievements, she ended her 
high school career with the second best in the state with 
667 strikeouts.  Since an 8th grader, she won 56 games as 
a pitcher, which ranks her fourth all-time. She was instru-
mental the three state championships – 2021, 2019 and 
2018 for the Bulldogs

Off the field, RyLee maintained a 4.24GPA in school, was 
elected to her high school’s Student Council, and volun-
teered in numerous community service initiatives in associ-
ation with her church youth group. 

RyLee committed to Baylor University where she is al-
ready preparing for her first collegiate season.

RYLEE CRANDALLRYLEE CRANDALL
ARTESIA HIGH SCHOOLARTESIA HIGH SCHOOL
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HIGH SCHOOL COACH
OF THE YEAR
MISTY LONGMISTY LONG

CARLSBAD HIGH SCHOOLCARLSBAD HIGH SCHOOL

Misty Long is a 1993 graduate of Carlsbad, 
where she played goalkeeper for the Cavegirls. 
But the last few years have been special. In 
2019, the team got past the quarterfinals of the 
state playoffs for the first time. In the spring of 
2021, the Cavegirls won the 2020-21 6A state 
title after the season moved due to the COVID 
pandemic. Later in the year, the Cavegirls 
finished second for the 2021 State Girls’ Soccer 
Championship.

Long played collegiately for the University of 
Evansville graduating there in 1997. At Evans-
ville, as a sophomore she earned 2nd Team 
All-Conference honors and as a senior was 
a first team Missouri Valley All-Conference 
selection. 

Prior to assuming the reins of the Cavegirls 
program in 2008 she spent six years as a coach 
for the University of Wyoming. 

As the Cavegirls head coach she has won over 
two hundred games, nine District titles, a 2020 
state championship, and a runner-up finish in 
2021. 

Under Coach Long’s leadership, the Cavegirls 
soccer program has become the dominant pro-
gram in the entire state. 
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2021 NEW MEXICO SPORTS HALL OF FAME BANQUET
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2021 NEW MEXICO SPORTS HALL OF FAME BANQUET
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5TH ANNUAL  CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC
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5TH ANNUAL  CHARITY GOLF CLASSIC
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Say H   LLO To...

1.5% 0.5% 2%
UNLIMITED CASHBACK 

ON PURCHASES
CASHBACK ON PAYMENTS TOTAL CASHBACK

It could be the hardest working cashback credit card you’ll find anywhere.

+ =

Oh, and No Annual Fee. Ever. 

EagleMetal.org



34 New Mexico Hall of Fame 2022



New Mexico Hall of Fame 2022 35



36 New Mexico Hall of Fame 2022



New Mexico Hall of Fame 2022 37

Promotion of the year
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The Range Cafe
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Team of the year



48 New Mexico Hall of Fame 2022

deretsiger-CES na sa yticapac sti ni secivres yrosivda tnemtsevni sreffo .cnI secivreS laicnaniF SBU ,stneilc ot secivres tnemeganam htlaew gnidivorp mrfi a sA  
dna etarapes era secivres egarekorb dna secivres yrosivda tnemtsevnI .relaed-rekorb deretsiger-CES na sa yticapac sti ni secivres egarekorb dna resivda tnemtsevni  
tcudnoc ew hcihw ni syaw eht dnatsrednu stneilc taht tnatropmi si tI .stnemegnarra etarapes dna swal tnereffid yb denrevog era dna syaw lairetam ni reffid ,tcnitsid  

esaelp ,noitamrofni erom roF .reffo ew secivres ro stcudorp eht tuoba meht ot edivorp ew taht serusolcsid dna stnemeerga eht daer ylluferac yeht taht ,ssenisub  
 ta tnemucod FDP eht weiver yrammuspihsnoitaler/moc.sbu  . PFC eht snwo )draoB PFC( .cnI ,sdradnatS fo draoB rennalP laicnaniF defiitreC ® ,kram noitacfiitrec  

RENNALP LAICNANIF DEIFITREC eht ™ PFC eht dna ,kram noitacfiitrec ® fo esu sezirohtua ti hcihw ,setatS detinU eht ni ogol )ngised euqalp htiw( kram noitacfiitrec  
 .stnemeriuqer noitacfiitrec gniogno dna laitini s’draoB PFC etelpmoc yllufsseccus ohw slaudividni yb AMIC ® tnemtsevnI fo kram noitacfiitrec deretsiger a si  

etutitsnI htlaeW & stnemtsevnI sa ssenisub gniod .cnI noitaicossA stnatlusnoC tnemeganaM ®  .ediwdlrow dna aciremA fo setatS detinU eht ni sthgir llA .1202 SBU©  
 .CPIS/ARNIF rebmeM .GA SBU fo yraidisbus a si .cnI secivreS laicnaniF SBU .devreser   1253D489-SBU-D

/moc.sbu  renurbdivad/af

  ?tnaw I yaw eht eriter I od woH
  nalp a htiw strats ecnedfinoC

pleh nac I .denigami syawla uoy tnemeriter eht ezidrapoej dluoc stsoc erachtlaeh gnisir dna ycnatcepxe efil regnol A  
 .rehtegot ,etaerc ew taht nalp raelc a hguorht ,tnaw uoy tnemeriter eht rof kcart no er’uoy tnedfinoc erom eb uoy

 
  .rewsna na dnfi nac ew rehtegoT .enola ton er’uoy ,snoitseuq s’efil fo emos roF

PFC ,renurB divaD ® AMIC ,  ®

 tmgM htlaeW--tnediserP eciV rS
 4072-088-505

 moc.sbu@renurb.divad

 .cnI secivreS laicnaniF SBU
 EN dvlB anaisiuoL 5512

 00001 etiuS
euqreuqublA  , MN  5845-01178   

   0071-188-505  9153-828-008



New Mexico Hall of Fame 2022 49



50 New Mexico Hall of Fame 2022



New Mexico Hall of Fame 2022 51

SW sewer
Allweather
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MISTY LONGMISTY LONG
CARLSBAD HIGH SCHOOLCARLSBAD HIGH SCHOOL

RYLEE CRANDALLRYLEE CRANDALL
ARTESIA HIGH SCHOOLARTESIA HIGH SCHOOL

LUKE WYSONGLUKE WYSONG
CLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOLCLEVELAND HIGH SCHOOL


